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eleven years), and seventy-year-old Dillis said to me that he did
not dare look into her eyes for fear of falling in love with her.
But my imagination is busy with you, you charming woman/

Before Ludwig returned home after the successful cure at
Panella, he wished to spend some time at Colombella. He was not
idle there, but enjoyed freedom to choose his own occupation
instead of being forced to the 'compulsory service' of his prison in
Munich.1 Mariannina was sad when the King left her in the early
days of June. 'But I comfort myself with the thought that our
souls are not divided and never, never can be.'

In Munich the King learned that the French Court had made
fresh overtures regarding a marriage between a Princess of Orleans
and Crown Prince Maximilian. The King became more definite
and declared: The thought of such a connection with France is
utterly repugnant to my whole being. ... If I were not opposed
to it, I would have suffered in vain and would, so to speak, have
wiped out the whole of my early life/2

In the meantime, Ludwig had appointed his namesake,
Lodovico, the son of the Marchese Florenzi, to be a page. Jealousy
tormented him and he wrote very long letters to Ghita: 'I fear
that with "Lodovico assente Gasperino presente", the mistress of
the Colombella will again give him her heart, or at least divide
it between us. I should be desperate if she concealed the least
thing from me and I were thus forced to despise her/3

Then he wrote to Mariannina herself: 'It would be better not to
see you again than to feel the torments which overwhelmed me in
your presence at the thought that your heart, the possession of
which would give me the greatest happiness, burned with ardour
for another. I was mistaken when I believed that I would never
have a rival. I have done everything I could to make you happy
and you have made me unhappy. I know, Mariannina, that it
was not your intention, but the fact remains. Whether I ever see
you again depends upon you/ But on reading it over, the King
hesitated to send this momentous letter.

In the midst of all these love affairs, a political event took place
which stirred the whole of Europe. Charles X of France believed
he could reorganize his kingdom on reactionary lines and seize
the power by a coup d'gtat. By the famous Ordinances of the
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